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CHILDREN'S CHARITY

Family centred care for children with
a life threatening or terminal illness




PRESS RELEASE: for immediate release

Contact: Gabriella Brooks

Telephone: 01372 220045

Date:  19 March  2010

Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity Wins Partnership with Waterstone’s

Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity today announced its new charity partnership with Waterstone’s, the UK’s leading bookseller. The funds generated by this partnership will support the charity’s work with families who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness.

Rainbow Trust was voted Waterstone’s new charity after a company-wide search for a suitable partner. The partnership will run for two years and funds will be raised by Waterstone’s staff who will take part in a range of fundraising activities through its 320 outlets. There will also be national fundraising campaigns which will be announced at a later date.

Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity provides emotional and practical support to families when their child has a life threatening or terminal illness; immediate help is available for families 24 hours a day.  Individually tailored and high quality support is offered from diagnosis through treatment and, should a family become bereaved, we continue to support them for as long as they need us.  We help family members cope with the present and prepare them for the future.  Our vision is that one day all terminally ill children and their families will have access to a Rainbow carer. 
Heather Wood, Chief Executive of Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity, said:

“Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity is delighted to have been chosen by Waterstone’s as their charity partner. This partnership will provide us with the opportunity to raise valuable funds to maintain our core services for families who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness.”

“When a child becomes ill, the pressures on a family are enormous and Rainbow Trust can be a lifeline during this very uncertain time. Every family is different; some may need emotional support whilst others need help with practical tasks like taking their sick child to hospital appointments. We are there for as long as the family may need us”.



“I would like to say a huge thank you to Waterstone’s for choosing Rainbow Trust and we look forward to working with them during this very exciting partnership.”

Dominic Myers Managing Director of Waterstone’s, commented:

“We chose Rainbow Trust as our charity partner as we were very impressed by the support that the charity offer to all family members, be it the parents, the sick child or the healthy siblings in their own homes. We felt that this unique support needed to be recognised and we hope that we can make a valuable contribution to the tremendous work Rainbow Trust does.”

“Promotion of our partnership will be rolled out to our 320 branches in England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales from March 2010 and everyone, from those in our central offices to booksellers in our furthest flung stores, look forward to raising funds and awareness for this very worthwhile cause.”

-Ends-

Notes to Editor

· For further press information about Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity, please contact Gabriella Brooks on 01372 220045 or email gabriella.brooks@rainbowtrust.org.uk or Jon Howells at Waterstone’s at Jon.Howells@waterstones.com.
· Rainbow Trust has provided vital emotional and practical support to families for over 24 years who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness. For more information on Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity, please go to www.rainbowtrust.org.uk
· Founded in 1982, Waterstone's is the UK's leading bookseller with 320 branches in England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales, as well as the Isle of Man and Jersey, Amsterdam and Brussels, and the succesful website, Waterstones.com. It employs over 4,500 booksellers and hosts 1000s of events every year, from reading groups and book launches to author signings and talks, literary festivals and award ceremonies. Waterstone's was voted High Street Bookseller of the Year in 2009 at the Bookseller Retail Awards.
· Rainbow Trust relies almost entirely on voluntary donations and through the outstanding generosity of our supporters, we are able to help approximately 1,000 families throughout the North of England.

