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PRESS RELEASE – For immediate release
Contact: Claire Fairbairn
Telephone: 01372 220018
Date:  31 March 2010
LOCAL WOMAN RUNS FOR RAINBOW IN THE 2010 VIRGIN LONDON MARATHON
Beijing Paralympic Games Bronze medalist Vicki Hansford, 30 from Maidenhead will be running in the first ever Virgin London Marathon on April 25th 2010 supporting Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity. Vicki is part of the Rainbow team of 70 runners which aims to raise £120,000 to support families who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness across the UK.
Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity provides emotional and practical support to families when their child has a life threatening or terminal illness; immediate help is available for families 24 hours a day.  Individually tailored and high quality support is offered from diagnosis through treatment and, should a family become bereaved, Rainbow continues to support them for as long as they need.  The charity helps family members cope with the present and prepare them for the future and Rainbow Trust’s vision is that one day all terminally ill children and their families will have access to a Rainbow carer. 
Vicki is looking forward to the challenge of the Marathon, having trained hard for the last few months.  She is no stranger to hard work having won a bronze medal in rowing at the 2008 Beijing Paralympic Games and a gold medal, along with breaking the world record in the coxed four, at the 2009 World Championships!  
‘I was diagnosed with synovial sarcoma in 2002 and was told it was terminal.  After having a below the knee amputation and lung surgery I’ve been clear of cancer for six years now.’

‘Hearing that I had cancer was one of the worst moments of my life.  I can’t imagine how hard it must be to hear that your child has an illness and that they might die.  I think Rainbow Trust does a fantastic job supporting families and I am really proud to be running for them.’
If you would like to help Vicki reach her fundraising total of £2,000 please visit http://www.justgiving.com/Vicki-Hansford.
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· If you would like an interview with or photo of Vicki please contact Claire Fairbairn in Rainbow Trust’s press office on 01372 220018.
· Rainbow Trust has provided vital emotional and practical support to families for 24 years who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness.

· Rainbow Trust relies almost entirely on voluntary donations and through the outstanding generosity of our supporters, we are able to help approximately 1,000 families a year across England.
· For further information about the charity, please visit www.rainbowtrust.org.uk 
