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Rags to Riches for Rainbow Trust!
Claire Bourne, 29 an inspirational young mother from Darlington has raised a staggering £144,000 for Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity. This money has enabled the charity to continue its vital work with families in the North of England who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness.
Back in 2005, Claire was struggling to find a job that would allow her the flexibility to bring up her children, so she decided to set up UK Recycling Assistance from home, following a start up loan from the Princes Trust. From its humble beginnings, UK Recycling Assistance now employs 28 staff in the North East and collects up to 15 tonnes of clothing a week throughout the North East of England and Yorkshire.
Claire is happily married to Greg and they live with their three children aged twelve, five and one.  She was recently presented with the prestigious Capgemini Enterprise Award, which was handed to her by world famous actor Kevin Spacey at the Celebrate Success Awards in London.
Claire was so taken by Rainbow Trust’s work with families that she decided to pledge an amazing 75% of the company’s profits to the organisation. Claire added,
“When I was setting up the business, I didn’t have any family support and there wasn’t anybody I could ask to help look after my children. What struck me about the charity is the support and stability that they offer to an entire family who are struggling to cope with the effects of caring for a very sick child. I am proud to be supporting such a fantastic cause and I hope that our partnership will continue for years to come.”

Rainbow Trust is a charity that provides practical and emotional support to families across the North of England who have a seriously ill child. The charity does this in two ways; Family Support Workers provide non-medical 24 hour care in a family's own home by helping out with practical chores and offering a shoulder to cry on when things get tough. Families can also spend quality time together at the charity’s respite home in Hexham, Northumberland and enjoy a much needed break where all the daily practicalities are taken care of.

Chris Barker, Head of Northern Fundraising at Rainbow Trust commented:

“We are astonished and very grateful that Claire and her team have raised over £140,000 for Rainbow. To raise so much money in such a short space of time is an amazing achievement. On behalf of everyone at Rainbow Trust, I’d like to say a huge thank you to everybody at UK Recycling Assistance for all their hard work so far.”
If you would like more information about Rainbow Trust fundraising events and opportunities in the North of England, please contact Chris Barker on 0191 3864400, or to find out more about UK recycling assistance, please visit www.recyclingassistance.org.uk
Notes to Editor

· If you would like to interview Claire Bourne, or for further press information, please contact Abigail Deeley on 01372 220 014.
· Rainbow Trust relies on voluntary donations and through the outstanding generosity of our supporters; we are able to help around 500 families a year throughout the North East, North West and most recently North Yorkshire and Lancashire.

· For more information on the Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity, please go to www.rainbowtrust.org.uk 

