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CHILDREN'S CHARITY

Family centred care for children with
life threatening or terminal illness




PRESS RELEASE – For immediate release
Contacts: Paula Gascoigne (Smile for Life) 01661 831675

       Gabriella Brooks: (Rainbow Trust) 01372 220045
Date: May 7th, 2008

 GOOD FORTUNE ‘SMILES’ ON RAINBOW TRUST CHILDREN’S CHARITY
Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity will be receiving a grant for £10,000 to help in its work with families who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness in the north of England. The charity will be receiving the funds from Smile for Life Children’s Charity.
Smile for Life was set up in 2007 and aims to give out grants to children’s charities by raising money through events, sponsorship and corporate partnerships. Smile for Life’s first fundraising event will be held at the Gateshead Metrocentre on May 12th and they’re looking for people to support their fundraising activities.
Rainbow Trust were awarded Smile for Life’s first grant following its visit to Rainbow Trust’s respite home, Fernstone in Northumberland and this grant will provide respite care to ten families in the region.
Smile for Life’s fundraising events are to be held at Gateshead Metrocentre and Newcastle International Airport.  Members of the public can help to make a huge difference to Rainbow Trust and many other children’s charities by simply entering Smile for Life’s prize draw competition. Simply agreeing to make a monthly or one off donation to the charity secures entry into the competition and the chance to win a brand new car, family holiday, plasma TV and many more wonderful prizes. 

Rainbow Trust is a charity that provides practical and emotional support to families across the North East of England who has a seriously ill child. The charity does this in two ways; 









more follows…….
Family Support Workers provide non-medical 24 hour care in a family's own home by helping out with practical chores and offering a shoulder to cry on when things get tough. Families can also spend quality time together at the charity’s respite home in Hexham, Northumberland and enjoy a much needed break where all the daily practicalities are taken care of.
Paula Gascoigne, Chief Executive of Smile for Life, said:
“We made our first ever grant to Rainbow Trust as we were so taken by the work that they do and I’ve seen at first hand how Fernstone can provide a wonderful retreat for these families that are going through so much. The money we will be giving to Rainbow over the coming months will enable ten families to visit the charity’s respite centre.”
Chris Barker, Head of Fundraising at Rainbow Trust in the North, added:
“We’re delighted to have joined up with Smile for Life on this very exciting partnership – it’s a real privilege to have been chosen as the first charity to be awarded a grant and we look forward to many more!”
If you work for a company and would like to help Rainbow Trust raise vital funds to help families in the north, please call Chris Barker on 0191 386 4400.
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For further press information about Rainbow Trust, please contact Gabriella Brooks on 01372 220045 or gabriella.brooks@rainbowtrust.org.uk
If you’d like to know about Smile for Life Children’s Charity, please can Paula Gascoigne on 01661 831 675.
Rainbow Trust relies entirely on voluntary donations and through the outstanding generosity of our supporters; we are able to help around 500 families a year throughout the North East, North West and most recently North Yorkshire and Lancashire.

For further information about the charity, please visit www.rainbowtrust.org.uk 
