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Rainbow Trust increases support in South London
Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity, an organisation that supports families who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness is increasing its service in South London.

An additional Family Support Worker has been recruited to the South London and Surrey Care Team and families that have a seriously ill child in the area can receive emotional and practical support.  The team already supports almost 120 local families across these areas and now hopes to help even more.   
In June 2008, the Blake family from Wimbledon were told their five month old son Fraser had neuroblastoma and had to have chemotherapy and an operation to remove the tumour from his adrenal gland.  The family were put in touch with Rainbow Trust by St Georges Hospital in Tooting and the support they have received from their Family Support Worker Dawn has been invaluable.  Mum Sam said: 
‘My husband is self employed and it’s often very difficult for him to come to hospital appointments.  Knowing that Dawn is there with me, supporting me and playing with Fraser, takes away a lot of the worry and stress’. 
Established in 1986, Rainbow Trust’s Children’s Charity offers its services through eight teams of Family Support Workers across the country and is currently supporting around 1000 families.  They aim to maintain a sense of normality and help keep families together through times of crisis, by providing non-medical 24 hour emotional and practical care in a family’s own home, in the community and in hospital; helping out with practical chores and offering a shoulder to lean on when things get tough.  Support is offered from diagnosis through treatment and, should a family become bereaved, the charity continues to support them for as long as they need it.                                           
Rainbow Trust’s Chief Executive, Heather Wood, said:

‘As a charity we have wanted to increase Rainbow services to families in South London for a very long time due to the genuine need in the area.  Having a very seriously ill child can impact on daily life in so many different ways; it can be very difficult to sustain normal family life.’
‘Families are able to refer themselves to our unique service.  We understand that families have an immediate need for the additional and reliable support that we can offer.’

If you are a family in South London who has a child with a life threatening or terminal illness and would like to find out more about how Rainbow Trust can help you, or you would like further information about the charity, please call 01372 825 113 or visit www.rainbowtrust.org.uk.
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Notes to Editor
· If you would like to speak to a family about the support they receive from Rainbow Trust, please contact the charity’s press office - claire.fairbairn@rainbowtrust.org.uk | 01372 220018.

· For further information about the charity, please visit www.rainbowtrust.org.uk 
