[image: image1.jpg]Rai hbow Trust

CHILDREN'S CHARITY

Family centred care for children with
life threatening or terminal illness




PRESS RELEASE – For immediate release
Contact: Gabriella Brooks

Telephone: 01372 220045

Date: 19 March, 2008
Come and Join Rainbow Trust’s First Ever Country Bike Ride
Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity, based in Leatherhead, will be holding its first ever bike ride on June 22nd in Surrey and they’re looking for people to take part in this exciting new event. The event is being sponsored by the charity’s long-term corporate supporter, Cargill Plc and aims to raise £10k to support their work with families who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness.
The ride will consist of four routes, all starting and finishing at Cargill’s offices in Cobham. There will be a 9 mile off-road route passing through the Mole Valley and Great Bookham with a refreshment stop at Rainbow House; a 21 mile route is an easy ride with very little climbing, a 38 mile route which takes you through the Surrey Hills and crosses the North Downs and an even more challenging 48 mile route taking riders into Sussex and The Weald.
Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity is a national charity but has its origins in Surrey. It was established by Bernadette Cleary from Fetcham over twenty years ago after she helped two close friends through the terminal illnesses of their children and quickly received more requests from other families for her support. 

Bernadette’s unique non-medical, practical and emotional support is still very much at the heart of Rainbow Trust’s services today. The charity’s Family Support Workers can provide 24 hour care in a family's own home by helping out with daily household tasks as well as providing emotional support. 









      more follows

Families can also spend time at the charity’s respite homes in Great Bookham, Surrey or in Northumberland where families can enjoy a much needed break where all the daily practicalities are taken care of, allowing families to just spend quality time together being a family and having fun. 

Jan Winteridge, Brand Communications Manager at Cargill Plc, said:
“Cargill is committed to support our local community and as always, we are delighted to support Rainbow Trust as we very much believe in the value of their work with families who have a seriously ill child.   We’re very happy to play host the event and look forward to welcoming both cyclists and supporters. It promises to be a great day out no matter what your age and will hopefully help to raise much-needed funds for Rainbow Trust!”
Paul Kwatia, Sports Fundraiser Manager at Rainbow Trust, added:

“This is a new venture for us and we’re sure that this event will become a regular fixture in our fundraising calendar. We are very excited about it and it would be marvellous to see some of our regular Surrey fundraisers as well as lots of new faces at this event.”
For further information or to get a pack about the event, please contact Paul Kwatia on 01372 220016 or email cycling@rainbowtrust.org.uk
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For further press information about Rainbow Trust, please contact Gabriella Brooks on 01372 220045 or gabriella.brooks@rainbowtrust.org.uk
Rainbow Trust provides a vital service to families who have a child diagnosed with a life threatening or terminal illness. From diagnosis through bereavement and beyond, the charity offers practical and emotional support and care both in the families' own home and in two respite houses in Surrey and Northumberland.

For further information about the charity, please visit www.rainbowtrust.org.uk 
