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Open house for local Children’s Charity!
Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity is inviting local residents to visit the charity’s respite home in Great Bookham on Saturday 12 July. The open day will give visitors an opportunity to find out more about the charity and the many ways in which they can get involved and help to support families who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness.
Angela Buxton from Ashtead started volunteering for Rainbow Trust in 2003 by looking after the garden at Rainbow House. Five years on, Angela represents the charity as an Ambassador.  She visits local schools, rotary clubs and organisations to speak about the valuable work that Rainbow Trust does in the local area. Angela commented:

‘As a drama teacher, I am delighted to be able to use my public speaking skills to raise awareness of Rainbow Trust in the community. There are many ways in which you can adapt your knowledge and expertise to help such a worthwhile charity and I would urge anybody with some spare time to get in touch’
Paul Bird from Bookham spotted a Rainbow Trust cash collection tin in his local fish and chip shop and decided to organise a football match in aid of the charity. The game took place in Leatherhead in May and saw Chelsea old boys dust down their football boots and play against a group of Bookham dads, raising over £5,000. Paul is delighted with the result:
‘I was so taken by the work of Rainbow Trust that I decided to hold my own fundraising event. I was apprehensive about getting the whole thing off the ground, but the fundraising team at Rainbow were fantastic and supported me from the outset. Everybody had a great day out and I am very proud that we have raised so much  money for a unique local cause.’ 










More follows

The charity is looking for people willing to organise their own events, no matter how big or small. They are also looking for people to come along and support some of the charity’s own events. From The Rainbow Trust country bike ride to the flagship ‘Rainbow Ball’ in London, there are so many ways to get involved! 
Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity is a national charity that provides practical and emotional support to families who have a seriously ill child. The charity does this in two ways; Family Support Workers provide non-medical 24 hour care in a family's own home by helping out with practical chores and offering a shoulder to cry on when things get tough. Families can also spend quality time together at the charity’s respite homes in Surrey and Northumberland and enjoy a much needed break where all the daily practicalities are taken care of.

Heather Wood, Chief Executive of Rainbow Trust said:

“Last year an amazing 3,100 hours of volunteers’ time were donated to Rainbow Trust. It never ceases to amaze me how many varied projects and tasks volunteers are able to undertake. We simply could not be as successful as we are without this support. If you feel as though you could give up some of your time to help us, we’d love to hear from you.’
For further details on the Rainbow House open day and volunteering at Rainbow Trust, please contact Andrea Kelley on 01372 22043 or email andrea.kelley@rainbowtrust.org.uk.
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· Photographs of Rainbow House are available.  For photographs or further press information, please contact Abbie Deeley on 01372 220 014.
· The consistency of care Rainbow Trust offers is unique, the charity works with families from diagnosis through treatment, bereavement and beyond – indeed as long as the families need us. With the charity’s 24 hour service, there is always a sympathetic ear just a call away in times of crisis.

· For further information about Rainbow Trust, please go to www.rainbowtrust.org.uk 

