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PRESS RELEASE – For immediate release
Contact: Claire Fairbairn
Telephone: 01372 220018
Date: Tuesday 6 April 2010 
LOCAL WALLINGTON WOMAN RUNS FOR RAINBOW IN THE 2010 VIRGIN LONDON MARATHON
Maria Goldby, 51 from Wallington, Surrey will be running in her first ever Virgin London Marathon on April 25th 2010 to support Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity. Maria chose to support the charity’s work with families who have a child with a life threatening or terminal condition. 
Maria is an Occupational Health Advisor for Reed Business Information in Sutton and

Maria’s own daughter, Elise, died when she was just 12 in September 2005. Elise had battled leukaemia in her early life and after almost six years in remission, she developed a brain tumour as a result of her initial treatment. The family were supported by Rainbow Trust during Elise’s two bouts of illness.
Maria says, “We were first introduced to Rainbow Trust within a couple of weeks of Elise’s original diagnosis and quickly assigned one of the charity’s Family Support Worker, Sue. She quickly became our friend and confidente – she knew exactly what we were going through. Sue was always there by our side and I was especially grateful for this where we were at our many many hospital appointments. Just to have someone with me was a great comfort and she was always at the ready with a tissue and a shoulder when things became too much – that still means a lot. ”










More follows..

“I decided last year to raise money for Rainbow by running my first race, The British 10K Run and raised nearly £1,500 and now I’ve definitely got the running bug.”

“I’m delighted to be part of Rainbow’s Marathon team this year which aims to raise £120,000 to support families who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness across the UK.”
Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity provides emotional and practical support to families who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness; immediate help is available for families 24 hours a day.  Rainbow Trust offers the whole family individually tailored high quality support for as long as they need it.  The charity helps family members cope with the present and prepare them for the future and Rainbow Trust’s vision is that one day all terminally ill children and their families will have access to a Rainbow carer. 
 If you would like to help Maria reach her fundraising total of £3,000 please visit http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/mariagoldby
Ends

Notes to Editor

· If you would like to interview Maria Goldby please contact Claire Fairbairn in Rainbow Trust’s press office on 01372 220018 | Claire.fairbairn@rainbowtrust.org.uk
· Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity has provided emotional and practical support to families who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness across England for almost 25 years.  Immediate help for the whole family is on hand through our eight teams of Family Support Workers.
· Rainbow Trust relies almost entirely on voluntary donations and through the outstanding generosity of our supporters, we are able to help approximately 1,000 families a year across England.
· For further information about the charity, please visit www.rainbowtrust.org.uk 
